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Huddersfield, and no less than forty-six persons partaking of
them were more or less affected in the manner described.
In some cases visited I found persons still suffering from
diarrhcoa a week after they had eaten the duck,’ and that
other persons in the same house, who had also had some of
the same food, had escaped with little or no inconvenience,
but that they had recooked the ’ duck’ before eating it.
In one case, for instance, a man bought two penny ’ducks.’
One of these he and his little girl ate without further cook-
ing at 7.30 P. M. Somewhat later he, the child, his wife,
and the grandmother ate the remaining ’duck,’ which had
meanwhile been in a plate in the oven. At 10 that night
the man was attacked with violent epigastric pain, vomiting
and purging; the child was attacked in the same way early 
next morning. A week later the man was still suffering
from diarrh&oelig;a. This and similar cases would seem to show
that more thorough cooking of this unwholesome food had
rendered it comparatively harmless. A portion of ’duck’
examined by the borough analyst was found free from
metallic poison, the common emetic alkaloids and trichinae."
In view of the light thrown upon the " Welbeck poisonings 

"

by Dr. Ballard, it is greatly to be regretted that the
Medical Department of the Local Government Board was
not communicated with on this subject.

Tredegar (population 17,564:).&mdash;Mr. G. Arthur Brown has
an unusually favourable report to present for 1881. The
death-rate for the year he gives at 20’63 per 1000 population;
the birth-rate at 38.17. There was marked absence of
serious zymotic diseases during the year. The deaths from
these maladies had numbered 56 in 1880 and only 14 in 1881.
But from recent indications of scarlet fever and of enteric
fever, and their prevalence in the district of Rhymney, be-
tween which district and Tredegar there is a constant and
intimate connexion, Dr. Brown is disposed to think that the
exceptional freedom from serious zymotic disease will not be of
long continuance. Indications of sanitary improvement in
several directions are given, and especially of the formation
of a culvert which will improve the drainage and relieve the
occasional floods to which a part of the town is subject.
The scavenging of Tredegar, at one time one ot its

greatest defects, we are now told, continues to be well
done; but this consoling statement is almost wholly destroyed
by what follows. It would appear that what Mr. Brown
calls the "cupboard and tub "privies are most shamefully
neglected, recklessly ruined, not systematically cleansed,
and that a pail-privy system, which was apparently going to
supplant the old privy system in the newer parts of

Tredegar, has been allowed by the sanitary authority to fall
into a most disreputable condition of neglect and filth. The
local authority is, perhaps, unwilling that the town should
early and rapidly lose a condition which was so characteristic
of old Tredegar ; and certainly, Mr. Brown’s description
being correct, it has very successfuily maintained this
point. Visitors to Tredegar will yet have the opportunity
of refreshing for a time old memories both of eyes and nose.
One great thing, however, the local authority is about to
acquire&mdash;namely, control over the water and gas supply.
both at present in the hands of the Iron Company, aud
with the supply of water a largely increased amount will be
obtained. Another great matter effected is that a segment
of the town within the district of the Ebbw Vale Local
Board, and of their water-supply, has now had the water-
mains of that Board continued into this segment of the town,
where water was much needed.

MODEL FORMS OF HEALTH STATISTICS.

At the ordinary monthly meeting of members of the
North-Western Association of Medical Officers of Health,
Dr. Kenyoa, Chester, in the chair, the interim report of the
committee on model tables for the classification of dieases,
births, and deaths was considered. A memorial bad been
forwarded to the Local Government Board advocating the
issue by that authority of a model set of tables and iustruc-
tions for the preparation of such statistics for the use of
medical officers of health. A reply had been received to theeffect that the Board would be glad to be furnished with
examples of any statistical forms actually in use in any
towns, with any observations the Assoeiation might de-ire
to make on the subject. After consideration, the meeting
resolved to send three or four forms in use-one in Mid-
Cheshire, another at Kendal, and a third at Newcastle-on-
Tyne&mdash;along with comments to the effect that the Local
Government Board had concedel the principle of model

forms by issuing what are known as tables A and
B, which classify cases of actual sickness and death
occurring in the district; that it was not desired to

modify those tables in any way, as they met with the
entire approval of the Association ; but that it was de.
sirable to supplement them with tables of rates of sick.
ness per 1000 of the population, classified so as to constitute
a minimum of information required on that point from
each medical officer of health in regard to his district,
It was further agreed to remark that the statistical tables
contained in a series of model annual reports sent round
by the Local Government Board varied, and that the Asso-
ciation desired to see those brought into uniformity.

SMALL-POX IN BELFAST.

This disease, we regret to find, appears to be gradually
increasing in Belfast. Each week the number of patients
in the hospital for contagious diseases becomes larger; and
on the llth inst. the cases there amounted to 168, 41
fresh cases having been admitted, and 4 deaths recorded
during the week. At a meeting of the Guardians of the
Belfast Union, held last week, Dr. J. Seaton Reid reported
that there were 175 cases in the Union Hospital, being
35 more than at any time during the last epidemic. The

authorities have been obliged to transfer all the male
medical cases to the workhou’e, and additional nurses have
been employed for both day and night duty.

SOUTH DUBLIN UNION WOPKHOUSE.

Dr. McCabe, Local Government Board Inspector, in his
recent half-yearly report, is of opinion that the accommoda-
tion of this institution is not adequate to the wants of the
union, and is defective in respect of internal arrangement
pressure haviog rendered unavoidable the expedient of
appropriating portions of the same block" to different classes
of inmates. The deaths for the second half of the pa.t year
were 397; the daily average number of patients was 3381,
1200 being hospital cases. The mortality on the number
relieved was at the rate of 43 per 1000.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

In twenty-eight of the largest English towns, 5707 births
and 4275 deaths were registered during the week ending the
18th inst. The annual death-rate in these towns, which, in
the four preceding weeks, had increased from 22’6 to 29’S,
declined again last week to 26’4. The lowest rates in
these towns last week were 14’0 in Leicester, 19’4 in Derby,
and 19’7 in Hull and Portsmouth; the rates in the other
towns ranged upwards to 29’3 in London, 29’4 in Preston,
30’0 in Brighton, and 35 3 in Backburn. The deaths re-
ferred to the principal zymotic diseases in the twenty-eight
towns were 624, and were 54 below the number in the
previous week; 280 resulted from whooping-cough, 13S
from measles, 92 from scarlet fever, 49 from "fever"
(principally enteric), 25 from diarrh&oelig;a, 22 from small-pox,
and 18 from diphtheria. No death was referred to any of
these diseases in Derby last week ; while they again caused
the highest death - rates in Blackburn and Brighton.
Whooping-cough showed the largest proportional fatality
in Brighton, Sunderland, and Salford; scarlet fever, in

Sunderland, Nottingham, and Leicester; measles, in Black-
burn, Norwich, and Brighton ; and fever, in Blackburn and
Bolton. The 18 deaths from diphtheria in the twenty-eight
towns included 6 in London, 3 ill Portsmouth, and 3 in Bir-
mingham. Small-pox caused 28 more deaths in London
and its suburban district) (inciuding 6 in Croydon), 2 in

Brighton, one in Bolton, one in Stlford, and one in Leeds. The
number of small-pox cases in the metropolitan asylum hos-
pitals had further declined to 447 on Saturday last, and
included 6 in the convalescent hospital at Darenth. The new
cases of small-pox admitted to these hospitals, which had been
81 and 78 in the two previous weeks, further declined to 67
last week. The deaths referred to the respiratory diseases
in London, which had risen from 415 to 994 in the four
previous weeks, declined again to 769 last week, but ex-
ceeded the corrected weekly average by no fewer than 237.
The causes of 105, or 2-5 per cent., of the deaths in the
twenty-eight towns last week were not certified either by a
registered medical practitioner or by a coroner. The propor-
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tion of uncertified deaths did not exceed 0’8 per cent. in
London, whereas it averaged 4-2 in the twenty-seven pro-
vincial towns. All the causes of death were duly certified
in Portsmouth, Plymouth, Birkenhead, Blackburn, and
Cardiff; while the proportions of uncertified deaths were
largest in Bristol, Bolton, Salford, Halifax, Bradford, and
Sheffield. 

___

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

The annual death-rate in the eight Scotch towns, which
had been equal to 21’1 and 24 7 per 1000 in the two preced-
ing weeks, was 23 7 in the week ending the 18th inst, and
2’7 below the average rate in the twenty-eight large English
towns. The deaths referred to the principal zymotic
diseases in these Scotch towns, which had been 76 and
104 in the two previous weeks, declined again to 79 last
week; of these, 21 resulted from whooping-cough, 18 from
diphtheria, 16 from diarrhcea, 10 from ‘’ fever," 9 from
measles, 5 from scarlet fever, and not one from small-pox.
The annual death-rate from these zymotic diseases was equal
to 3’4 per 1000 in the eight towns, and was 0’5 below the
rate from the same diseases in the large English towns ; the
highest zymotic rates in the Scotch towns were recorded in
Glasgow, Aberdeen, and Perth. The 21 deaths from
whooping-cough, of which 15 occurred in Glasgow, were
within one of the number in the previous week. The
IS deaths referred to diphtheria showed a decline of
6 from those in the previous week, and included 12 in
Glasgow and 3 in Edinburgh. The 16 deaths attributed to
diarrhoea again showed a considerably higher death-rate
than was reported from this cause in the English towns.
Five of the 10 deaths referred to " fever" occurred in Glas-
gow and 3 in Leith ; and the 9 fatal cases of measles in-
cluded 8 in Glasgow. The reported deaths from acute dis-
eases of the lungs in the eight towns, which had been 101,
120, and 137 in the three previous weeks, were 131 last week,
and 62 below the number returned in the corresponding
week of last year. 

-

HEALTH OF DUBLIN.

The rate of mortality in Dublin, which had been equal to
37 ’6 and 33’6 per 1000 in the two preceding weeks, rose again
to 36’9 in the week ending the 18th inst. During the first
seven weeks of the current quarter the death-rate averaged
35 6, against 27’0 in London and but 19’5 in Edinburgh.
The 246 deaths in Dublin showed an increase of 22 upon the
number in the previous week ; 33 were referred to measles,
6 to "fever," 4 to scarlet fever, 2 to diphtheria, 2 to diar-
rhoea, and not one to small-pox. The annual death-rate
from these principal zymotic diseases was equal to 7’3 per
1000 in the city; the rate from the same diseases was equal
to 4-4 in London and 1’6 in Edinburgh. The fatal cases
of measles, which had been 47, 39, and 23 in the three pre-
ceding weeks, rose again to 33 last week. The 6 deaths from
"fever" exceeded the number in either of the two previous
weeks. The fatal cases of scarlet fever and diphtheria were
also more numerous. The deaths of infants exceeded the
numbers in recent weeks, while those of elderly persons
showed no variation.

THE SERVICES.
i

Enteric fever, which has prevailed the last month at
Newcastle and other stations in Natal, is, we are glad to
learn, on the decline, and with the departure of many of
the troops for England will, it is hoped, disappear. The
outbreak is attributed by the medical officers to fouling of
the streams and rivers on which the regiments returning
from the Transvaal were encamped.
Surgeon-Major J. B. Hamilton, Army Medical Depart-

ment, has gained the championship of the Northern Indian
Rifle Association, having made the highest score for the
year 1881. This is the third occasion on which Dr.
Hamilton has been awarded the "blue ribbon" of the
Indian Rifle Association.
Surgeon-Major D. D. Cunningham, Professor of Phy-

siology, Medical College, Calcutta, has been granted leave
of absence on private affairs for twelve months.

Surgeon H. R. 0. Cross, Army Medical Department, has
been appointed Assistant Instructor of the Depot Army
Hospital Corps, Aldershot, on return from the Transvaal.
ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. -Brigade-Surgeon Charles

Moore Jessop has retired on temporary half-pay; Surgeon
John Rnxton, M.B., has been placed on temporary half-pay
on account of ilt-health.
RIFLE VOLUNTEERS. &mdash;1st Shropshire : Surgeon Alfred

Matthias resigns his commission. - 4th Staffordshire :
Honorary Assistant-Surgeon John M;N. Ballenden, M.D.,
resigns his commission, also is permitted to retain his rank
and to continue to wear the unform of the corps on his
retirement.

PROPOSED NEW SCHEME OF EDUCATION AT
THE IRISH COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.

ON Friday, Feb. 17th, a deputation representing the views a
of a large number of influential Fdlowi! of this College, con-
sisting of Dr. Mapother, Professor and member of Council,
Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland; Mr. Lambert H.

Ormsby, Surgeon to the Meath Hospital and County Dublin
Infirmary; and Dr. Duigan, C.B., introluced by Dr. Far-
quharson, M.P., waitei on the Home Secretary, Sir William
Harcourt, at the House of Commons, in order to urge him
to withhold his consent for the present to a change in the
by-laws which is now sought to enable the proposed scheme
to be put into force. It appears the by-laws of the Irish
College of Surgeons cannot be varied or altered except by
consent of the Home Secretary for the time being. The
deputation urged their objections to a change in the present
curriculum on the grounds that the reports of the Royal
Commission on Medical Education and the report of the
Inspectors appointed by the General Medical Council would
be published in a very short time, and the recommendations
and suggestions therein contained might be of use in modify-
ing and removing the present objections so palpably appa-
rent in the proposed scheme. After having been interviewed
by another deputation, consisting of Dr. Chaplin, Barton,
Kidd, M’Donnell, and Jacob, in favour of the scheme as it
now stands, Sir Wm. Harcourt informed them that he would
communicate his decision after carefully considering the
matter

THE SCIENCE, ART, AND ETHICS OF
AMBULANCE CONVEYANCE.

A MEETING of the Metropolitan Branch of the British
Medical Association was convened at St. George’s Hall, to
hear from Dr. Howard on the above subject, on the 22nd
inst.

Dr. HOWARD demonstrated by mechanical diagrams upon
a black board the principles by which the qualities of such
transportation are determined, because, as he said, a friendly
rivalry having arisen on this question, he wished, as far as
possible, to help others to a still better success than he had
himself so far attained. Dr. Howard then showed the way
in which the propositions submitted were illustrated in his
ambulance and apparatus then before the audience, and said
the Working Committee of the London Ambulance Service
had met that day in Scotland-yard, and were thinking out
the varlous questions respecting the more practicable lines
of procedure for the London work.

Dr. MouAT said, from personal observation, he could
more than endorse what at various times had been stated
by Dr. Howard as to the ambulance service in New York,
and the need of one in London.
Dr. GORDON, of the A. M.D., said, that from a casual glance

at the ambulance in front of the platform, he thought it
was in some respects not so good as the military ambulance
of Dr. Howard. From a personal experience with that
ambulance in the Franco-German war he was led to state, in
his official report, that of the twelve or fifteen kinds of
ambulances there used Dr. Howard’s was incomparably the
best.
Further remarks were made by Dr. Daniell, Mr. Farley,

and others, and the meeting closed with the usual vote of
thanks.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.&mdash;Professor Flower,
LL.D., F.R.S., will commence his course of nine lectures on
the Anatomy, Physiology, and Zoology of the Edentata, in
the theatre of the College, on Monday next,


